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City Nixes K Street 
Tunnel Closing, Will 


Study 25th & K Crossing | 


by Robert C. Brewster 


Responding to the ANC’s recent request that 
the 26th and K Street tunnel be closed and 
the pedestrian cycle at 25th and K Street be 
lengthened, a D.C. official decided not to 
close the tunnel and said the city is “looking in- 
to the possibility” of making design improve- 
ments to the 25th and K Street intersection. 
The ANC, joined by the FBA, has acknowl- 
edged the city’s decision but asked that the 
tunnel be fixed up and specified changes that 
should be made at the 25th and K Street cross- 
ing. 

John E. Touchstone, Director, D.C. Depart- 
ment of Public Works, in a May 7 letter, told 
the Foggy Bottom and West End ANC of his 
decision on the ANC’s two March requests. 
(See FBA News for March for complete text.) 
Stating that the Metropolitan Police Force does 
not feel that the presence of the tunnel con- 
tributes to crime, and citing an April count 
which showed that 210 persons used the tunnel 
during a ten-hour period on a typical day, 
Touchstone concluded that closing the tunnel 
“is not in the best interest of the neighbor- 
hood.” The Transportation Systems Adminis- 
tration, Touchstone wrote, is looking into the 
possibility of making design improvements to 
the 25th and K Street intersection during the 
next fiscal year. It will consider timing changes 
of the pedestrian cycle as part of its analysis, he 
wrote. 


ANC Chair Steve Levy acknowledged on be- 
half of the ANC and the FBA the city’s deci- 
sion but asked that the Department of Public 
Works repair the tunnel and arranged to clean 
it regularly. Levy’s June letter to Touchstone 
welcomed the proposed study of the 25th and 
K Street crossing and listed actions which 
should be taken to improve safety at this busy 
intersection: lengthen the pedestrian cycle, 
mark the WALK light buttons more conspi- 
cuously, properly mark and equip the east end 
of the crossing, install larger red lights, etc. The 
FBA and ANC also asked that the Foggy Bot- 
tom/West End community be involved in the 
study from its outset. 

Foggy Bottom/West End residents who wish 
to add. their voices to efforts to get the 
Department of Public Works to address these 


© Continued on page 2 _ 
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Monday, June 24 


Election Meeting 


8:00 P.M. 


St. Paul’s Parish House 
2430 K Street, N.W. 


ALL ARE WELCOME 
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Mayor Barry Meets with 
FBA and ANC 


On May 14 a meeting was held between 
Mayor Marion Barry and the members of the 
. ANC and FBA Executive Board. Reproduced 
below are the agenda prepared by FBA and 
ANC, which served as an outline for oral 
presentations by Steve Levy, ANC Chair, and 
Ellie Becker, FBA President, and a letter sent 
later to the Mayor summarizing the discussion. 


DETAILED AGENDA FOR MAY 14, 1985 
MEETING BETWEEN THE HONORABLE 
MARION S. BARRY, THE BOARD OIF 
` FOGGY BOTTOM ASSOCIATION AND 
MEMBERS OF ADVISORY NEIGHBOR- 
HOOD COMMISSION 2A 


This agenda presents the several major issues 
of the most concern to the Foggy Bottom As- 
sociation (FBA) and to ANC2A. The statement 
of the issue is followed by a concise statement 
of the action the FBA and/or ANC are re- 
questing. 


Issue: The Department of Public Works is un- 
responsive and the services provided to the 
Foggy Bottom and West End community have 
sharply deteriorated. Services must be im- 
proved. 


Requested Actions On The Department of 
Public Works: 


e Direct Public Works to check directly with 
both the FBA President and ANC Chair prior 
to taking actions in our area. Publication or a 
letter after the fact or with an unreasonably 
short deadline are not adequate. 

e Have the DPW Divisions be responsive: 
answer letters promptly and follow up on 
phone requests — not just ignore them. 


Issue: The currently recommended alternative 
for rehabilitation and modification of the 
Whitehurst Freeway spends an enormous 
amount of funds ($60 million) on the portion 
of the freeway outside Foggy Bottom and ig-- 
nores the residential portion of the freeway and 
the effect that the intrusion of this commuter 
traffic has on the Foggy Bottom.and West End 
neighborhood. In addition, it does not meet the 
legal requirements for a Federal-Aid Highway 
project. Foggy Bottom and West End taxpay- 
ers deserve a fair share of the total amount 
spent on the freeway. Reconstruction must not 
proceed without providing adequate protection 
to our residents from the onslaught of freeway 
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Nominees for 
June 24; 1985, FBA Election 


Officers: 

President Robert Brewster 

2528 Queen Anne’s Lane 
Vice President Holsey Handyside 

-2529 I St., NW 
Secretary Kent Blumenthal 

2000 F St., NW 
Treasurer Richard Price 

2555 Pa. Ave., NW 

Geoffrey Tyler 

949 25th St., NW 

Executive Board Nominees: 
Robert Alcorn Bernard Moss 


1010 25th St., NW 


Robert Charles 
918 25th St., NW 


Isabella Geppert 
2555 Pa. Ave., NW 


Morella Hansen 


Columbia Plaza 
2450 Va. Ave., NW 


Dorothy Ohliger 
940 25th St., NW. 


Grace Watson 
2521 Queen Anne’s Lane 


2415 I St., NW Edward Schleifstein 
Beth Marcus 2510 Va. Ave., NW 
1001 26th St., NW Alice Tilson 

2515 K St., NW 


CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS 


FOR SALE 
1983 Mercury Cougar, L.S. . 
all extras; 19,000 miles; 
perfect condition; cost 
$13,871. new, will sell for 
$9250. Call 338-7788. 


GIVE 


At some point during our life, 95% of us 
will need a blood transfusion. 

For many people, that time will be this 
winter. 

Type O is in greatest demand—more than 
50% of the total. Yet only 45% of all donors are 


Garage Space 
wanted near 25th & I. 
Please call Rick, 
333-0908 home; 

. 638-4798 work. 


Type O; 40% are Type A; 10% Type B; and 5% 
Type AB. 
Please be the type to give— from the warm 

spot in your heart. 

Place: 

Charles Drew Donor Center 
Date: 
Mondays - Fridays 
Time: 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


Address: 
2025 E St., NW, Washington, D.C. 


Phone: 
Call 728-6575 


American Red Cross _ 
Blood Services, Washington Region 
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Foggy Bottom News 
Friends of the Library 


After the great success that 
the Library Theatre had with 
the children using the West End 
Branch Library last year (we 
had 80 children on an average 
and Chevy Chase with all its chil- 
dren had only 90), the Friends of 
the West End Branch Library 
have decided to raise the neces- 
sary cash to put on the Theatre 
Summer program once again 
this year. We have to raise 
$500.00 as soon as possible and 
to this end the ANC has of- 
fered to match grant roughly 
$100.00 and possibly more if 
we can raise the monies. We 
have already been promised 


about $200.00 but have only : 


realized about $40.00 in cash. 
We need your support. We 
want to show the rest of the 
city that we can do it and that 
we value our children and our 
library. If a lot of our resi- 
dents gave a little donation, we 
would have what we need and 
could show the rest how much 
we are interested in civic needs. 
When we put in the children’s 
playground, the organizers 
were told that they could not 
do it. . . but they did. Will you 


‘support me. once again and 


help us give our library a good 
program? The summer theatre 
uses live actors to portray 
stories, tell about nutrition, 
serve as an educational tool, 
etc. Send your contributions to 
me at 1010 25th:Street N.W. 
#711 D.C.- 20037 and we will 
install the program. Many of 
the branches have become 
members of the.summer thea- 
tre program and we want it in 
our area as well; it is well 
worthwhile. Give what you can 
... alittle goes a long way. ... 


Your children and your neigh- _ 


bors will thank you as will we. 
. Bob Alcorn, Chairman 
Friends of the West 

End Library 


Parents of 
Foggy Bottom 
Babies 


The playground 
upkeep fund needs 
your help. 


Send contributions 
to: 


Maryanna Kieffer 
2409 Eye St., N.W. 


Summer Library Hours 


°° The summer hours of the 


DC Library System went into 
effect on June 17. The West 
End Library hours now are: 


Monday & Wednesday: 
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 
9:30 am to 5:30 pm 


The West End Branch is closed 
Saturday and Sunday. 


Note About Summer 
Trash Pickups 


The regulations for trash pick- 
up are even more important in 
the summer’s heat. Please re- 
member: trash is to be put out 
no earlier than the evening be- 
fore the scheduled pickup. For 
most of our neighborhood, pick- 


-ups are Tuesday and Friday 


mornings, and if there is a 
Monday holiday it is Wednes- 
day and Friday, etc. 


Bags or piles of trash put out 
on Friday evening or Saturday 
morning not only look unsight- 
ly for several days, but can at- 
tract unwanted critters. ` 


Please do not burden your 
neighbors with’ the sight (and 


_ smell) of your trash! 


June 1985 


Editors 


‘Mailbox 


Would it be possible from 
time to time to publish a map 
of the Foggy Bottom area, 
showing tract squares, the 
ANC zones, and so on? Your 
articles give a great deal of 
information, but frequently 
references are to other than 
street addresses, and. those of 
us like myself who are new to 
the area have a difficult time 
relating to unknown locations. 

I would suggest that such a 
map be published every six 
months, with a note that it 
should be kept for reference. 
This would also allow for up- 
dating the map for changes. 


Yours sincerely, 
Stephen M. Lott 


Editor’s Note: 
A. good idea. We'll pursue it 
Jor the fall. 


City Nixes Tunnel 
Closing 

(continued from page I) 

two longstanding neighborhood 
problems are invited to write 
directly to John E. Touch- 
stone, Director, D.C. Depart- 
ment ‘of ‘Public Works, 415 
12th Street, N.W., Room 508, 


Washington, D.C. 20001. 


ee ee 


$ ; Volume 30, No. 6 


Foggy Bottom News 
The Foggy Bottom News is a publication of the Foggy Bot- 


tom Association. All editorial and other assistance is con- 
tributed on a volunteer basis by residents of the area. 


Editor = Ae 


Circulation S. oet 


Advertising <er gae s 


.... Deborah Cahill-Zelinka 
bia Ronee ae Donna St. John 


Contributing Writers 


Primal Screen Therapy ..... 

Crime Watch -cicin eeen. 
From the Bottom Up ....... 
Local News ....... SRR aie ic 


ALN RAAE s Karen Jaehne 


E A E Bob Alcorn 
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All announcements, letters, articles, etc., welcome but 
must be typed double spaced. Please include an evening 
phone number. Send to: 


FOGGY BOTTOM NEWS 
c/o West End Library 
24th & L Streets, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20037 


The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
writers. Their appearance here constitutes neither an en- 
dorsement nor official policy of the Foggy Bottom 
Association. 


1984-85 Officers . 
Prestaent GER BED OA ES fae ES OS Ellie Becker 


Vice-President ice se i ea ee era e Robert Brewster 
Secretary ae e E is ek ee a Lois Zuckerman 
TVOOSUTOR -ou s a e e POR a a Paul Altemus 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 


Bob Alcorn, Robert Charles, Isabella 
Geppert, Morella Hansen, Ed Schleifstein, Grace Watson 
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PrE 


by Bob Alcorn 


Two more blocks have been 
completed and a third is just 
about ready in our ongoing ef- 
fort to completely cover the 
Foggy Bottom West End area 
with Crime Watch signs. Dur- 
ing the past month, Jon No- 
wick called to announce that 
the 1000 block of 26th is now 
fully covered and the paper- 
work is done. The 1100 block is 
also in order. Mr. Heide of the 
Westbridge tells me they are 
also organized, have talked 
with security at the office 
building next door and will 
soon have the paperwork to 
me. The 2400 block of Penn- 
sylvania Avenue is now com- 
plete. Mrs. Gay of 2400 has 
called in her name and as soon 
as she can get a little help 
within -the- building, she will 
also forward the forms. Con- 
gratulations, neighbors! Come 
on now, let me hear from more 
of you. How many more blocks 
will we have this time next 
month? 

We have had reports concern- 
ing the breaking. into of laun- 
dry machines at both Letter- 
man House and The York on F 
Street. The method used was 


exactly. the. same.as-happened._ . 


in apartment houses north of K 


Street last summer. One of the - 


main problems with these two 
new situations is that there is 
no real supervision of the areas. 
and some method will have to 
be set up — either locked doors 
openable by individual keys or 
a token system instead of coins. 
Many of our buildings now use 
the token system which safe- 
guards the machines and re- 
duces the possibility of bur- 
glary. Laundries are very vul- 
nerabie and building residents 
all over the area should pay 
particular attention to stran- 


Join the FB Public 
Space Survey 


When Ann Hoey of the De- 
partment of Public Works visi- 
ted the FBA, an idea for a com- 
prehensive survey of our area 
was mentioned. Now that the 
DPW has finished its reor- 
ganization, perhaps the time is 
right to get it started. Here’s 
what is needed. 

Any resident who is inter- 
ested in helping with the survey 
should make a list of repairs he 
or she sees is needed, such as 
dead or dying trees, sidewalks 
or streets needing work, sewer 
intakes blocked, badly. littered 
public areas, - broken’ curbs, 
potholes,.etc.-. = 

They should be listed by 
block. such as “800 block of 


gers, reporting to- responsible 
‘people if something is out of 
the ordinary. Remember: if 
you have a crime in your build- 
ing do report it immediately to 
the police so that at least they 
can be aware that thieves are 
operating in a given area and 
the police may be able to con- 
nect yours to another happen- 
ing and thereby establish a pat- 
tern. At least in reporting it, 
you have given the neighbor- 
hood watch another statistic 
with which to fight for more 
police, better protection, and 
better means to combat thiev- 
ery in buildings. 


Two bicycles were stolen 
from a locked storage area at 
the Swarthmore recently. Nei- 
ther owner wanted to report 
the theft to the police and by 
the time we were able to con- 
vince them that it was impor- 
tant, a week had gone by. and 
any evidence was stale. But at 
least we were able to alert other 
buildings with similar storage 
areas that they should also 
check out their rooms and be 
careful. Security could be beef- 
ed up and police could be on 
the lookout. for the bikes. 
Remember -. .... do-report im- 
mediately. 

I’m still seeing women hang 
their purses on the backs of 
chairs in restaurants in our 
area, particularly in outdoor 
cafes. This is the surest way to 
lose a valuable possession. Be 
more careful. It only takes a se- 
cond.to grab and run off. Put 
your bag where you can see it 
at all times. Then it can go 
home with you... . 


Keep up the good work over 
the summer . . . keep getting 
crime watch blocks filled in and 
do call me or the crime watch 
chairman in your area if you 
see something. 


See you at the next ANC and 
Foggy Bottom meetings?. 


New Hampshire,” or the like. 
The- location and problem 
should be described as clearly 
and precisely as possible. 

Send this list with your 
name, address and phone num- 
ber to me at 2528 Eye Street, 
NW, 20037, by July 15. I will 
coordinate them, working with’ 
Mary Healy, and we'll have a 
good overall picture of what is 
needed, and can then pursue 
them with DPW. 

We need people from all over 
the neighborhood who will be 
good observers and who will 
pinpoint our public works 
needs. So get out your note- 
books, make lots of notations, 
and put them in good order to 


-send-to-me: Many thanks. ==- 


Ellie Becker 


Foggy Bottom News 
Jean. Rolph Succumbs 


to Cancer 


In April 11 we lost a good 
neighbor, Jean Rolph, who liv- 
ed at 24th & Eye Streets. Jean 
died in George Washington 
University Hospital of cancer. 
She had had an earlier bout 
with cancer and for sometime 
had been well enough to re- 
sume her normal life. 

A favorite pasttime was her 
garden, both in front of her 
house and to the side, and her 
efforts considerably brightened 
the area. Because she volun- 
teered to help with the Spring 
Fling, Jean became an “instant 
expert” in street closing peti- 
tions (which she circulated at 
least twice). She also delivered 
the FBNews to her part of Eye 
Street and some of New Hamp- 
shire Avenue. 


Support 
Our 


~ 


Advertisers 


She is survived by her daugh- 
ter Jenifer Seal, and two sis- 
ters. Jenifer is now living in 
Jean’s house, and carrying on 
the gardening tradition. Our 
condolences to her. 


Royal is Downbeat 
Royalty 

Eye Street’s Chris Royal and 
his colleagues have provided 
music for several FBA Block 
Parties. Chris has lived with his 
brother George while attend- 
ing Howard University, taking 
classes while performing on all 
possible occasions. One recent 
engagement found him in the 
“42nd Street” orchestra during 
its run at the National Theatre. 

Chris and a younger brother 
Chuck both finished Howard 
this spring, and both perform- 
ed with the renowned Howard 
Jazz Ensemble. This year the — 
annual recording made by the 
Ensemble resulted in Chris’ win- 
ning two awards. He received 
Downbeat Magazine’s College 
Awards for extended jazz com- 
position and for jazz perfor- 
mance. Congratulations!! 


STORE HOURS: 

MON.-FRI. 7:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M. 
SAT. 8:00 A.M. - 8:00 P.M. 
SUN. 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 


eQuantity Rights Reserved 
Not Responsible For 
Typographical Errors 


federal 


market 
1215 23RD STREET. N. W. 
Short Cut - 


Whole 
Fillets 


YOU SHOP... 
WE DELIVER! 
PHONE:. 333-6630 


Meat 
.Department... 


Gent Deli Buys... 


Imported Swiss 


Smoked Turkey 


—" Breast Cheese 
Richfood Pound Pound 
Sliced 
57 Sam 
3 Chicken Macaroni or Potato 
ales Vs epee | Salad Salad 


pkg. CED BACON | 
Also: Cole Slaw 


„89° 


Frozen & 


Aluminum Broiler o; Pizza 
1.09 
Dairy... Pans  w1asio Free 
Asst. - Aristocrat Light 8 oz. bot. 
Minute Maid Buy 1 at $1.29 
Onas Dressing™ 115P ree 
g Product Of Brazil King Of 


Palms”: =°” Lats eree 


Juice of 
Hungry Jack Mashed F 
Buy 1, 1.59 
ror $ 7 29 Potatoes.: gas’ "°F reo 
O.T.C. Burger 
: Buy 1, at 69¢ E 
4 Varieties - Banquet Mix... 8° .. aeti ree 


sBs |] Buy 1 (24 oz. can or jar) Dry Roasted or 


harke y Pu Cocktail Peanutssite 


Get 1 (12 cz. can) Cocktail Peanuts 


Sprite, = : 
Diet Coke | 


or Coke 


case of 24 - 12 oz. cans | 


Richfood Leaf-or 


Spinach 39° 


acl a 
Shrimp. | A 
Tropicana 64 oz. cont. 

Julce E 4 a 


OFFICERS 


Robert C. Brewster 
(Nominee for President) 

Bob Brewster is a consultant 
and retired Foreign Service Of- 
ficer. He and his wife, Mary, 
have lived in Foggy Bottom at 
2528 Queen Anne’s Lane since 
1966 with the exception of a 
period when they were station- 
ed abroad. 

Currently vice president, Bob 
has worked on the bus ban and 
the Whitehurst Freeway, helped 
with the West End Branch 
Public Library, was a member 
of the FBA/ANC 26th and K 
PUD Committee, and helps 
plant and maintain the public 
park at 26th and Queen Anne’s 
Lane. He is a D.C. Commis- 
sioner on Aging for Ward 2. 


Holsey G. Handyside 
(Nominee for Vice President) 
Holsey G. (“Handy”) Han- 
dyside has resided in and own- 
ed a home in Foggy Bottom 
since September, 1962. By pro- 
fession he is a Foreign Service 
Officer. Currently FBA Trans- 
portation Issues Chairman, he 
testified on the proposed re- 
design of the Whitehurst Free- 
way at the DOT public hearing 
and before the Transportation 
Committee of the D.C. Coun- 


2A SE 


20th & G St. 
United Church : 
M/TU/W/Th 6:30 p.m. 
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Candidates for FBA 


cil, and testified for the FBA 
and the ANC at the National 
Park Service hearing on the 
Georgetown Waterfront Park. 
Handy served as a member of 
the community committee 
which reviewed the Planned 
Unit Development at 26th and 
K Streets, and participated in 
the negotiations with the 
developer for a residential-only 
use covenant and additional 
offstreet parking spaces. Conti- 
nuing and special interests are 
the improvement of street light- 
ing in the area and participa- 
tion in the Public Space Project 
(maintaining the - small city 
park at 26th & Eye Streets). 


Kent J. Blumenthal 
(Nominee for Secretary) 


Kent Blumenthal is Associate 
for Public Affairs and Legisla- 
tion for the National Recreation 
and Park Association, located 
in Alexandria, Virginia. He has 
been a resident of Foggy Bot- 
tom, at 2000 F Street, for sev- 
eral years, and hopes to use his 
administrative skills to benefit 
the neighborhood directly in the 
capacity of FBA Secretary. Pri- 
or to moving to Foggy Bottom, 
he was active in the Connecti- 
cut Avenue/Greenwood Knolls 
Civic Association in Maryland. 


It’s 
Fitness 

Firmness 

Flexibility 
Affordable 

but most of all... 
it's Fun! 


State Department 
(Clearance Required) 
Tu/Th 12:00 noon 
Pennsyivania & 7th 


FTC Building 
M/W/F noon (no walks-ins Fri.) 


FREE Introductory class with ad | 
Call 526-2141 for more information 
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Richard Price 
(Nominee for Treasurer) 

Richard Price has been a 
resident of Foggy Bottom for 
eight years — 2'% years at 2400 
Virginia Avenue and 5% years 
at 2555 Pennsylvania Avenue. 
For the past year he has work- 
ed with the ANC on its com- 
puter data project for historic 
preservation. He is especially 
interested in historic preserva- 
tion matters and efforts to im- 
prove the condition and attrac- 
tiveness of our streets and 
green spaces. 

Price is a specialist in health 
legislation for the Congres- 
sional Research Service of the 
U.S. Congress, where he is re- 
sponsible for various budgetary 
and financing issues in Federal 
health programs. 


Geoffrey Tyler 
(Nominee for Treasurer) 

Geoffrey Tyler is owner, 949 
25th Street, resident of Foggy 
Bottom since 1966. He is an 
economist employed as Assis- 
tant Director, International 
Monetary Fund and holds de- 
grees in physics/mathematics, 
and in economics. Active in 
FBA and ANC (Bus Ban, ANC 
rep. on Whitehurst Freeway 
Steering Comm., Chair ANC 
Comm. on closing of I Street). 

Platform: 1 had experience 
for two years as treasurer of a 
non-profit organization with a 
turnover in excess of that of the 
FBA; familiar with budgets, 
accounts and balance sheets. 
However, the Treasurer must 
contribute to all aspects of the 
FBA. I place prime importance 
on residential character of all 
sections of FB. We must be 
united to resist pressures from 
outside interests. I am opposed 
to the damage from develop- 
ers, e.g. infiltration of offices, 
hotels, clinics, etc. We need 
more protection from major 
problems caused by through 
traffic, much generated by the 
Whitehurst: danger to pedes- 
trians, especially children and 
the elderly, noise and pollu- 
tion, and parking problems. 
D.C. must be aware of our 
problems and the fact that we 
are an important and cohesive 
residential community, which 
will fight for its rights. 

I shall be hardworking and 
shall represent fairly all areas 
of FB. My length of residence 
and my active role in communi- 
ty affairs have familiarized me 
with the problems of all parts 
of FB. 


BOARD 
MEMBERS 


Robert Alcorn 
(Board Nominee) 


Bob Alcorn is a longtime 
resident of Foggy Bottom’and 
the West End and lives at the 
Swarthmore Apartments on 25th 
Street. Actively engaged in the 
fight for preservation of resi- 
dential housing, he has worked 
for many years toward main- 
taining rental housing and es- 
tablishing condo-coop build- 
ings for residential uses only, 
and has been part of numbers 
of committees on the city and 
local levels to that end. He was 
one of the founders of the 
Friends of the West End Lib- 
rary, established the Neighbor- 
hood Crime Watch, serves on 
the board of Miriam’s Kitchen 
which feeds the homeless, and 
on numerous other commit- 
tees which are devoted to pub- 
lic services, parks, traffic flow 
problems, etc. He was one of 
the team which saved the 
Swarthmore for housing and 
coverted it to condo living. He 
has long been active in neigh- 
borhood problems and has al- 
ways believed that the Foggy 
Bottom Association should 
represent the needs and views 
of all the residents who live 
within its bounds. He has serv- 
ed on. the Foggy Bottom Board 
for several years. 


Robert H. Charles 
(Board Nominee) 

Bob Charles is President of 
Access to Telecommunications 
Inc., a D.C.-based independent 
news service. A resident of Fog- 
gy Bottom for several years, he 
has served as President of the 
FBA, was co-chairman 1982 of 
Ward Two Task Force on Ad- 
visory Neighborhood Commis- 
sions to adjust pertinent boun- 
daries. Bob is also Ward Two 
representative on the Demo- 
cratic State Committee. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Yale College and has done gra- 
duate study at Harvard Uni- 
versity Graduate School of 
Business Administration. 


Isabella Geppert 
(Board Nominee) 


Isabella Geppert has lived — 


in Foggy Bottom for over 25 


wag lige Wi Py alone om 
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years. Since 1979 she has re- 
sided at the Westbridge. Before 
moving there, she lived at Poto- 
mac Plaza Terraces where she 
served on the Board of Direc- 
tors for two years and as Board 
President in 1982/1983. 

For five years she has repre- 
sented St. Stephen’s Church on 
the West End Laymen’s Associ- 
ation, an ecumenical group 
from all the churches in the 
‘area. She also served four years 
on St. Stephen’s Parish Coun- 
cil. She has delivered the Foggy 
Bottom News for the past five 
years, has participated in FBA 
membership drives and has 
served on the FBA Board dur- 
ing the last year. 


Morella R. Hansen 
(Board Nominee) 

Morella Hansen received a 
B.A. from Stanford in 1944. 
After doing graduate work at 
Smith College, she worked as 
a research assistant at the Con- 
gressional Research Service, Lib- 
rary of Congress. In 1947 she 
transferred to the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee from 
which she retired in 1978. 

She bought 2415 Eye Street 
in 1955 and joined the FBA the 
following year. She has held 
various FBA offices over the 
years and frequently prepared 
the coffee for FBA meetings 
and delivered the Foggy Bot- 
tom News. 


Beth Marcus 
(Board Nominee) 


A Foggy Bottom resident for — 
a total of 16 years, Beth Mar- 
cus has 12 years professional 
experience setting standards for 
housing development and pro- 
tecting the interests of home- 
owners and tenants. As a D.C. 
Government official, Beth wrote 
and administered the city’s first 
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condo/co-op consumer protec- 
tion laws. She also co-founded 
the main D.C. condo/co-op 
advocacy group. Beth now 
works for “Fannie Mae” where 
she has developed programs to 
help co-op owners obtain fi- 
nancing. 

Beth believes the neighbor- 
hood must stay united to de- 
fend its residential character. 
She has lived in Foggy Bottom 
as a student at GWU, a tenant 
at the Jefferson House, and, 
for the last seven years, as 
an owner at Potomac Overlook 
where she has been condo vice 
president. Beth has a strong in- 
terest. in historic preservation 
and belongs to several preser- 
vation societies. 

During her years in Foggy 
Bottom, Beth has supported 
the activities of the Foggy 


Support 
Our 
Advertisers 


IVES | Va Pee Ss pn a EY OD IR SI iE Ae ei ty BOOP GM EA el Nt ee AS 


Bottom Association. Among 
Beth’s most enjoyable experi- 
ences was organizing’ ã booth 
for the FBA Spring Fling. 


Bernard Moss 
(Board Nominee) 


Bernard Moss has been a 
resident of Foggy Bottom for 
ten years, residing at Potomac 
Plaza Terraces and currently 
at Columbia Plaza. His back- 
ground experience includes ser- 
vice as a Legislative Aide in the 
U.S. Senate and Congressional 
Liaison . Officer, Federal De- 
posit Insurance Corporation. 
At present he is President, 
Moss Associates, Inc., a le- 
gislative consulting firm. He 
wishes to take a more active 
role in the neighborhood as a 
member of the FBA Executive 
Board. 


Dorothy Ohliger 
(Board Nominee) 

Dorothy Ohliger has lived 
in Foggy Bottom for over 30 
years — first in the President 
Apartments, followed by the 
Alamac Apartments (now the 
River Inn Hotel), and in 1978 
moving into the Claridge House 
Cooperative. 
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She is an active participant in 
Foggy Bottom Association and 


ANC affairs in an effort to’ 
keep Foggy Bottom residential. 


She is a former Foggy Bot- 
tom Association Executive 
Board Member and was elected 
to the board in 1980 and 1981. 
She also is a member of the 
West End Citizens’ Associa- 
tion. 

She supported the bus ban 
and helped stimulate a public 


outcry to keep the area’s only - 


Safeway food store in the Wa- 
tergate complex. She testified 
at the special public hearings 
on the Whitehurst Freeway/K 
Street Tunnel and has partici- 
pated in numerous FBA spring 
and fall block parties. 

She is employed by Scripps 
Howard Newspapers as an Ex- 
ecutive Assistant. 


Edward Schleifstein 
(Board Nominee) 


Edward Schleifstein has been 
a resident of Watergate East 
since 1965. He is a member of 
the Board of Directors of Wa- 
tergate East and has served on 
the Board of the National As- 
sociation of Watch Material 
and Jewelry Distributors of 
America. 

Schleifstein is also a member 


of several fraternal, social, and 
charitable organizations and is 
an incumbent member of the 


- Board of the FBA. 


He retired from business in 
1981. He was last associated 
with W. Bell & Company. 


Alice Tilson 
(Board Nominee) 


Alice Tilson retired from her 


duties as a secretary at the U.S. 
Postal Service last year. She 
has been a resident of Foggy 
Bottom for 22 years, having 
moved into 2430 Pennsylvani> 


- Avenue, N.W. in April, 1963 


and to the Bader in August of 
1981. 

Alice is an active member of 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
and, if you went to the recent 
Rummage Sale, you may have 
seen her there selling. One of 
her favorite pastimes is taking 
walks through Foggy Bottom, 


ee 
Georgetown, and the Dupont 
Circle area. She has a real in- 
terest in what is happening in 
our community. . 


Grace E. Watson 
(Board Nominee) 

Grace Watson currently is 
serving her first term on the 
FBA Executive Board. She has 
been a resident of Queen Anne’s 
Lane since 1969 and has work- 
ed with committees dealing 
with the bus ban and new con- 
struction in the area. 

As Chief of the Training 
Operations Branch in the U.S. 
Department of Education, Ms. 
Watson is responsible for train- 
ing the Department’s profes- 
sional and secretarial/clerical 
employees. She is on the Board 
of Directors of the National 
School Volunteer Program, Inc., 
and has been, a member of D.C. 
organizations seeking to im- 
prove the community. 
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The Foggy Bottom News pub- 

lished rebuttal testimony of our 
ANC in the Governor Shep- 
herd Apartments Historic Land- 
mark Designation Application. 
We have a different opinion of 
the historical nature of this 
building and disagree with the 
ANC’s application and testi- 
mony. Through its witnesses 
and professional experts the 
ANC presented a complete and 
honest case. I feel we did the 
same, and Id like to present to 
you the bulk of our rebuttal 
testimony which was submitted 
concurrently with the ANC. 


Based upon the testimony 
and evidence of record, the Ap- 
plicant failed to carry its 
burden of proving that the ap- 
plication for designation meets 
any of the criteria specified in 
D.C. Law 2-144. Specifically, 
the Applicant has not shown 
how the Governor Shepherd 
meets any of the designation 
criteria established by this 
Review Board. The Applicant 
has also failed to address the 
fundamental issue of the qual- 
ity of the building; no critical 
evaluation of this apartment 
building. in relation to Abel’s 
other work or other apartment 
buildings of the period was 
forthcoming. The Governor 
Shepherd falls short on both 
comparisons. 

Furthermore, the Review 
Board’s professional staff has 
found that the Governcr Shep- 
herd meets neither the Review 
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A Different Opinion 
on the Governor Shepherd 


Board’s criteria for designation 
nor the National Register’s cri- 
teria for listing. The staff 
found that the “Governor Shep- 
herd is not an example of the 
International Style” and the 
building “does not exemplify 
the best or most definitive ex- 
ample” of Abel’s “creative, 
adaptive and eclectic approach 
to apartment house design.” 
The staff further notes that the 
Governor Shepherd did not 
“provide a social service of 
more exceptional importance 
that other contemporary and 
extant apartment houses in 
housing middle class workers 
during the World War II 
years.” This evaluation was 
made by an architectural his- 
torian with extensive experi- 
ence with the designation cri- 
teria and process and it should 
be given great consideration. 


Points in Opposition 


1. The Governor Shepherd 
Meets None of the Criteria 
Established by the Historic. 
Preservation Review Board 

The Criteria for Designating 

Historic Landmarks and His- 

toric Districts contained in the 

final rules for this Review 

Board, which were published 

April 12, 1985, state: 

Historic and prehistorric build- 

ings, building interiors, struc- 

tures, monuments, works of art 
or other similar objects, areas, 
places, sites, neighborhoods, net- 
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works, and cultural landscapes 
shall be designated as Historic 
Landmarks or Historic Dis- 
tricts if: 


(a) They. possess one or more 
than one of the following 
values or qualities: 

(1) They are the site of 
significant events or are 
associated with per- 
sons, groups, institu- 
tions or movements 
that contributed 
significantly to the 
heritage, culture or 
development of the Na- 
tional Capital or the 
Nation; 

(2) They exemplify the 
significant military, 
political, economic, so- 
cial, scientific, techni- 
cal, educational, histor- 
‘ical, archaeological, ar- 
chitectural or artistic 
heritage of the Na- 
tional Capital or the 
Nation; 

(3) They: embody the dis- 


tinguishing characteris- ` 


tics of architectural 
styles, building types, 
types ‘or. methods of 
construction, landscape 
architecture, urban 
design or other archi- 
tectural, aesthetic or 
engineering expressions 
significant to the 
appearance and devel- 
opment of the National 
Capital or the Nation; 

(4) They have been iden- 
tified as notable works 
of craftsmen, artists, 
sculptors, architects, 
landscape architects, 
urban planners, engi- 
neers, builders or 
developers whose 
works have influenced 
the evolution of their 
fields of endeavor, or 
the development of the 
National Capital or the 
Nation; : 

(5) They contained infor- 
mation about or evi- 
dence of historic or 
prehistoric events, 
processes, institutions, 
design, construction, 
settlement patterns, or 
other facets of earlier 
cultures that is known 
or established likely to 
be important to knowl- 
edge or understanding 
of such cultures; or 

(6) In thé case of natural 

forms.or settings, or. , 
substantially natural 
forms or settings, they 
reflect significant pat- 
terns of settlement or 


use of the landscape as 
well as the continuum 
and evolution of cul- 
tural attitudes, norms 
and values towards the 
land; and 
(b) They possess sufficient in- 
tegrity to convey, repre- 
sent, or contain the values 
and qualities for which 
they are judged significant; 
and 
(c) Sufficient time has passed 
since they achieved sig- 
nificance or were con- 
structed to permit profes- 
sional evaluation of them . 
in their historical context. 


The Governor Shepherd does 
not meet Criterion 1 because it 
was not the site of significant 
events and was not associated 
with persons contributing sig- 
nificantly to the heritage, cul- 
ture or development of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. This criter- 
ion is directed toward the gen- 
eral historical significance of 
the building and no one has 
stated that this criteria is. rele- 
vant to the Governor Shep- 
herd. 


The Governor Shepherd 
does not. meet- Criterion 2 
because ‘it does. not. exemplify 
the. significant -or » unique 
military, - political, economic, 
social, scientific, technical, 
educational, historical, archa- 
eological, architectural or artis- 
tic heritage of the National 
Capital or the Nation. Again, 
no evidence was put forth link- 
ing the Governor Shepherd to 
this criteria. 


The Governor Shepherd fails 
to meet Criterion 3 because it 
does not embody distinguishing 
characteristics of any architec- 
tural style, including the Inter- 
national Style. The facade of 
the Governor Shepherd is an 
eclectic collection of stylistic 
concepts and details that do not 
work together to create a suc- 
cessful design. The building 
lacks the asymmetry and vol- 
umetric quality that set the 
International Style apart from 
other modernistic buildings. 
More importantly, it is not a 
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product of, nor does it express, 
the revolutionary spirit that 
was the essence of the Interna- 
tional Style. The Governor 
Shepherd is not an Interna- 
tional Style building, much less 
one of the first buildings of 
that style in Washington. If the 
more inclusive definition of in- 
ternational modernism and in- 
ternational functionalism are 
used, the building is even fur- 
ther diminished as its context 
for evaluation is broadened. 
The applicant has noted, but 
failed to demonstrate, the 
significance of the forced air 
ventilation system which has 
now lost its integrity and has 
not been operable for some 
time. The applicant has stated 
that the Governor Shepherd is 
typical of apartment. buildings 
constructed to house the influx 
of government workers that oc- 
curred during the New Deal 
and World War II era. It has 
not shown, however, why the 
Governor Shepherd should be 
singled out: above. all of the 
other apartment. buildings built 
for the same reason. Betty 
Bird, an architectural historian 
testifying for the owner of the 
building, presented, an-:evalua- 
tion of the Governor Shepherd 
in the context of other apart- 
ments built during the period 
1936-1940, among them the 
Majestic, 3200 16th Street, 

W., 1937, the Marlyn, 3901 
Cathedral Avenue, N.W., 
1938; and the General Scott, 1 
Scott Circle, N.W., 1940. In 
this context the Governor Shep- 
herd’s unsuccessful design and 
Abel’s somewhat old-fashioned 
Beaux Arts approach to the 
building are especially ap- 
parent. 

The-Governor Shepherd does 
not meet Criterion 4 because it 
is not a notable work of Joseph 
Abel, one of 20th-century Wash- 
ington’s most prolific archi- 
tects. Betty Bird also presented 
testimony on a number of Abel’s 
apartment buildings. The range 
of his work includes 2101 Con- 
necticut Avenue, N.W., 1927; 
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N.W., 1928; The Shoreham 
Hotel, 1929; 2929 Connecticut 
Avenue, N.W., 1936; 2407 
15th Street, N.W., 1937; 4801 
Connecticut Avenue, N.W., 
with its sophisticated integra- 
tion of traditional and modern 
design features and exceptional 
entrance, 1938; 2100 Connecti- 
cut Avenue, N.W., 1941; and 
the Rittenhouse, on upper 16th 
Street, N.W., 1955. Included in 
Abel’s vast output were excep- 
tional designs for apartment 
buildings in a variety of styles. 
His best work is characterized 
by well integrated facades, ap- 
propriate detailing, and care- 
fully composed entrances. The 
Governor Shepherd exhibits 
none of the characteristics of 
Abel’s best work. Indeed, it is 
one of his less successful com- 
positions. Surely an architect 
capable of designing buildings 
as distinguished as 2101 and 
2929 Connecticut Avenue, 
N.W., should be remembered 
for something better than the 
Governor Shepherd. 

Criterion 5 and 6 deal pri- 
marily with archaeology and 
landscape issues and are not 
relevant to this case. 


2. The Governor Shepherd Is 
` Not Worthy of Designation 
On the Basis That It Has 
_ Been Published Or That It Is 
Somehow Representative, 


actly what the significance of 


that publication might be. Fur;*. criteria dos not:includé “fepre- © 


thermore, the Applicant failed 
to mention that 2407 15th 
Street, N.W., an Abel building 
comparable in many ways, al- 
though not stylistically, to the 
Governor Shepherd, is also 
mentioned in the Museum of 
Modern Art’s Guide to Modern 
Architecture Northeast States. 
The entries on both buildings 
are short (less than four lines) 
and deal primarily with techni- 
cal aspects of the buildings, 
such as the mechanical ventila- 
tion and the glass block screens 
on the balconies at 2407 15th 
Street, N.W. No mention is 
made of either the design or the 
plant of the Governor Shep- 
herd. Unlike many of the other 
buildings cited in the book, the 
Governor Shepherd merits nei- 
ther a photograph nor a plan. 
The mere publication of certain 
aspects of a building does not 
make that entire building signi- 
ficant or eligible for landmark 
designation, particularly, as 
here, when the basis for its 
publication has no relevance to 
the criteria required for land- 
mark status. 


The Applicant has not shown 
why the Governor Shepherd, 
out of all of the-apartment 
buildings of its general date and 
type, and out of all of Joseph 


` Neither of Which Are Includ- bel’s other buildings, merits 
ed In the Criteria Adopted by designation. As the staff report 


the Board | 


To obscure the fact that it 
failed to demonstrate how the 
Governor Shepherd meets the 
designation criteria the Appli- 
cant attempted to justify the 
designation on the basis that the 
building had been published or 
that the strict criteria adopted 
by the Board should be loosely 
interpreted to encompass “rep- 
resentative” buildings. Both of 
these arguments are-specious at 
best. 

First, although the Applicant 
has shown that the Governor 
Shepherd was published, it has 
failed to demonstrate why arti- 
cles about the building’s tightly 
configured plan and forced air 
ventilation system set this build- 
ing apart from Abel’s other 
buildings. The Applicant has 
failed to evaluate the sources of 
publication and to establish ex- 


and the Foggy Bottom Survey 
Form (prepared by Traceries, 
Inc.) indicate, professional eval- 
uation does not ‘support: the 
individual designation of the 
Governor Shepherd. 


Second, the argument that the 
criteria adopted by the Board 
embrace designation of “repre- 
sentative” buildings defies logic 
and is clearly not what was in- 


tended by the adoption of D.C. 


Law 2-144. The main problem 
with this position is that all 
buildings are “representative” of 
something, yet not all are, or 
should be, landmarks. To hold 
otherwise would make every 
building in the District of Co- 
lumbia a landmark. Such rea- 
soning avoids the critical eval- 
uation so important to the inte- 
grity of both the process and the 
word “landmark.” 
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sentative” as a reason for desig- 
nation. The words used in the 
criteria are “significant,” “dis- 
tinguishing” and “notable.” On- 
ly after a building has been 
judged significant is it appro- 
priate, under the criteria, to 
then determine whether the 
building possesses sufficient in- 
tegrity to represent the values 
and qualities judged significant. 
Used in this context, the term 
“represent” is clearly not syno- 
nymous with “representative.” 


CONCLUSION 


The District of Columbia has 
one of the strongest landmark 
laws in the nation. It affords 
considerable protection of its 
landmark buildings. Conse- 
quently, these buildings must 
clearly possess the values of 
qualities set forth in the criteria, 
values and qualities that distin- 
guish landmarks from buildings 
that are simply old or merely of 
interest, values and “qualities 


that distinguish individually- = 


designated landmarks from 
buildings in historic districts. 

A decision that a building 
should not be designated does 
not deny the building’s history 
or character; all buildings have 
a history and most have some 
character. Instead it signifies 
that the building does not pos- 
sess the qualities that the law re- 
quires for the implementation 


of the extraordinary protection - 
-afforded by the law. 


The criteria calls for a land- 
mark. to be notable, to be ex- 
emplary, in essence, to be spe- 
cial — not. “representative.” 
These standards should not be 
diluted or broadened so that or- 
dinary “representative” build- 
ings are singled out for land- 
mark status. Such designations 
would have serious detrimental 
impacts on the historic preser- 
vation movement. If buildings 


like the Governor Shepherd are 


eligible for landmark status, 
what building in Washington 
would not be eligible? 


Mark Your 
Calendars 
for 
June 24th 
FBA Election 


President’s Message 
Ellie Becker 


The year has flown, and it’s 
time to turn over the FBA gavel 
to another. I didn’t get done a 
lot of things I might have (may- 
be should have), but I’m glad I 
had the experience. Let’s face 
it, being elected by this great 
neighborhood is a real honor, 
and how many people can have 
some of the opportunities I had, 
including representing Foggy 
Bottom at a small meeting with 
the Mayor. (It was not just 
another humdrum day in my 
life, believe me!) 

A lot of thanks are due, to 
Bob, Lois and Paul, the other 
officers, and to all the members 
of the Executive Board. And, 
of course, hats off to Debbie 
Cahill-Zelinka, who winds up 
three years as Editor of the 
FBNews. That’s a lot of issues, 
and a lot of time given by a gal 
with several other careers, as 
wife, mother, and management 
negotiator. And to those who 


helped so much during her te- 


nure, . especially Donna St. 
John, Elizabeth Charette, Ka- 
ren Jaehne, and Donna Cost- 
low. 

And to those who see that 
the papers get to their readers: 
we start with Mae Aaberg, who 
oversees the counting and sort- 


ing (and bulk deliveries), and to- 


the distributors Paul Altemus, 
Ceil Aptaker, Janet Axtell, 


Mary Brewster, Bob Brewster, . 


Randy Brooks, Betty Brown, 
Claire Ciftci, Marie Dolan, 
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Helen Marie Fruth, Isabella 
Geppert, Morella Hansen, 
Steve Levy, Anne Lomas, Mari- 
anna Moore, Jon Nowick, Kay 
O’Brien, Mel Ogden, Vir- 
ginia Randolph, Donna St. 
John, Edith Stemple, Catherine 
Stokes, Tom Sweeney, and 
Judy Thomas. They have all 
been most faithful to their ap- 
pointed rounds! We simply 
couldn’t do it without them. 

And thanks to all who en- 
couraged, attended, suggested, 
and otherwise helped the FBA 
weather another year. 


How’s This Idea for a Party? 


What do you think about 
having. a kind of progressive 
block party sometime this suin- 
mer or in early fall? It’s an idea - 
stolen from a good neighbor 
who suggests that half a dozen 
or so FBA members might play 
host at their homes on one 
evening, allowing partygoers to 
go from house to house (or just 
stay in one). Instead of one 
great large party outdoors, this 
would be a series of small ones, 
all going on at the same time. 
FBA could help with simple 
fare, a relatively small coterie 
of helpers would be needed, 
and it certainly would put the 
word “neighbor” back into our 
neighborhood: party. And we 
have two volunteers already. 
_-Who else is game, to host — 
or to assist hosts? Call me 
evenings at 337-5528 if you are. 
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Mayor Barry Meets 
With FBA, ANC 


(continued from page 1) 


through traffic by a separation 
of commercial from residential 
traffic. 


Requested Actions On The 
Whitehurst Freeway: 


e As reconstruction is com- 
pleted and present ramps are 
removed, more open land will 
be created west of 26th Street. 
Please indicate now what your 
plans are for these new areas. 
They should be dedicated as 
parkland or recreation areas 
with a commitment to maintain 
them. 

è Resolve the Whitehurst 
Freeway issue as requested in 
the ANC letter to you, dated 
May 3, 1985. There is an obli- 
gation to come to grips with 
both the concerns expressed by 
Foggy Bottom and West End 
residents in the public hearings 
on the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement and the 
conclusion of the Chairman of 
the D.C. Council’s Committee 
on Public Works that, as it 
relates to Foggy Bottom, the 
present DEIS does not meet the 
legal requirements of a Federal 
Aid Highway Project. 


Issue: The implementation of 
land use policies by the city has 
caused severe deterioration in 
our community’s residential 
base and in the desirability of 
the neighborhood. The major 
aspects of this issue are: 


¢ The Ward 2 Plan (of the 
Land Use Element) must ag- 
gressively protect residential 
areas from commercial/institu- 
tional intrusion and encourage 
additional residential growth. 

`e Changes in legislation or 
Zoning Regulations are needed 
to (a) increase the incentives to 
construct housing, and (b) pre- 
vent clinics, hotels or specu- 
lative office buildings for chan- 
ceries or non-profit orga- 
nizations from replacing pre- 
sent or potential housing. 

e The George Washington 
University must adopt a cam- 
pus master plan that is fully de- 
tailed, retains existing resi- 
dential uses and historic struc- 
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tures, and minimizes adverse 
impacts on the community. 

e Delays in hearing historic 
landmark/district applications 
and a bias against our applica- 
tions are destroying part of the 
fabric of our community. 


Requested Actions On 
Land Use: 


e Ward 2 Plan: Direct the Of- 
fice of Planning (OP), when 
they are preparing the Ward 2 
Plan, to interpret the land use 
elements of the comprehensive 
plan to (1) allow maximum 
growth of residential areas, and 
(2) not suggest rezoning to 
commercial or institutional 


„uses of any residential areas 


(either Residential, Special 
Purpose or mixed use zones 
which combine residential and 
commercial uses). 


e Preserving and expanding 
housing stock: Introduce le- 
gislation to help retain existing 
housing and to increase incen- 
tives for construction of long- 
term bonafide residential uses 
at all income levels, using tax 
or other incentives. 


e Protecting existing resi- 
dential areas: Direct OP to re- 
quest changes to Zoning Regu- 
lations: 


—Where zoning districts 
presently allow both residen- 
tial and commercial uses, a 
developer can presently put 
in a commercial use to the 
limit allowed and then make 
the balance residential. 
What is needed as an incen- 
tive is a slight increase in the 
residential Floor Area Ratio 
if commercial uses are pro- 
hibited in the project. 

— Medical and dental clinics 
are presently matter of right 
uses in residential zones. 
These need to be removed as 
a matter of right uses be- 
cause they have displaced 
many apartment uses. 

— New hotels and inns are 
supposedly barred from Re- 
sidential zones. However, 
the Zoning Regulations are 
loose enough to allow apart- 
ment house certificates of 
occupancy for buildings 
which are run as and even 
are named hotels. The need 
here is for the Zoning Re- 
gulations and licensing re- 
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quirements to be tightened 
up to prevent the further 
loss of housing. 


—Zoning Regulations pre- 
sently allow speculative con- 
struction of new chanceries 
and offices for non-profit 
organizations in Residential 
zones, even in the absence of 
specific tenants. The regula- 
tions need to be changed to 
remove non-profit offices 
entirely as allowed uses in 
these zones and to require 
signed lease or sale agree- 
ments for specific foreign 
governments before approv- 
ing a chancery. This change 
will allow us to meet the re- 
quirements of the Chancery 
Act and protect our hous- 
. ing. 


© GWU Campus Master Plan: 
The University is required, as 


the result of one BZA decision, - 


to submit a revised campus 
master plan to the BZA for ap- 
proval by the end of June 1985. 
The present plan dates from 
1970, is of poor quality and 
lacks all specifics. The Office 
of Planning and BZA should 
require that the new plan (1) be 
at the same level of quality and 
detail as the latest plan approv- 
ed for Georgetown University; 
(2) retain all existing residential 
uses and historic structures on 
campus; and (3) minimize ad- 
verse impacts on the surround- 
ing community by, among 
other things, (a) locating 


undesirable uses away from- 


residential areas, and (b) 
preventing further expansion 


- of the campus. Both OP and 


the BZA can insist on a high 
quality plan which is responsive 
to community concerns and 
prevents many future disagree- 
ments as to what was intended. 


e Historic Preservation: The 
present city preservation office 
is understaffed to the point 
where it cannot handle compe- 
tently, or on a timely basis, ap- 
plications for designation of 
historic districts or landmarks. 
There has also been a bias 
against our applications which 
has resulted in the loss of hous- 
ing. The preservation office 
needs more competent profes- 
sional staff and management, 
and less bias against our ap- 
plications. 


The FBA and ANC need 
your help to accomplish these 
objectives. 


May 23, 1985 
Dear Mayor Barry: 


Thank you for meeting on 
May 14, 1985 with the ANC2A 
Commissioners and the Exe- 
cutive Board of the Foggy Bot- 
tom Association. In our view, 
it was a useful discussion of 
issues of strong and immediate 
concern to Foggy Bottom/ 
West End residents. In order to 
facilitate follow-up on the sub- 
jects we discussed, we have 
summarized in this letter our 
understanding of the response 
you made to our concerns. The 
listing of subjects follows that 
in our Summary Agenda which 
was the basis for the discus- 
sion. 


Services Provided by the D.C. 
Department of Public Works: 


You noted the views of 
Foggy Bottom/West End resi- 
dents that services provided to 
them. by the Department of 
Public Works have deterior- 
ated and undertook to “get on 
top of it.” A meeting is to be set 
up with the FBA President as 
the community contact. 


Whitehurst Freeway (WHF): 


You (1) recognized that the 
present proposal to rehabilitate 
the Whitehurst Freeway does 
not properly deal with the pro- 
blems of Foggy Bottom/West 
End; (2) acknowledged that the 
draft EIS, as it relates to Foggy 
Bottom, does not’ meet the 
legal requirements for a Fed- 
eral aid highway project; and 
(3) stated that the Environ- 
mental Impact Statement 
would not be issued until it 


. does so. Noting that the high 


cost of the BPAG proposal had 
made you rule it out, you in- 
dicated your willingness to 
allocate to the WHF portion 
that transits the Foggy Bottom 
area a fair share of money to 
meet our concerns. With re- 
spect to the use of public land 
west of 26th Street, you said 
you would look into the possi- 
bility of using this for park 
land. It was agreed that Mr. 
Gilpin of the D.C. Department 
of Public Works will contact 
the chair of ANC2A Trans- 
portation Committee, Mrs. 
Maria Tyler, to coordinate 
discussions of solutions for the 
Whitehurst Freeway portion 
that transits Foggy Bottom/ 
West End. This committee will 
consist of ANC2A and Foggy 
Bottom Association repre- 
sentatives, and representatives 
of the D.C. Department of 
Public Works. 


Land Use 


Zoning Problems: You in- 
dicated your complete agree- 
ment with the necessity of pre- 
serving residential . neighbor- 
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- hoods; expressed surprise that 
new or converted residential 


apartments are run as, ‘and 
even named, hotels; and stated 
that you would ask Fred Green 
to meet with us to explore op- 
tions, including specific 
amendments to zoning regula- 
tions, which would solve or 
ameliorate the problems 
discussed in the Summary 
Agenda paper. It was agreed 
that this meeting would be 
coordinted with Steve Levy, 
ANC Chairman. 


Ward 2 Plan: You described 
your plan to create Community 
Advisory Committees, consis- 
ting of 30 to 35 members, to 
advise the Office of Planning 
on development of the ward 


plans, stated that we would be 


asked to nominate members 
and made the commitment that 
the Office of Planning would 
not be allowed to ignore our 
comments. 


George Washington Univer- 
sity Campus Master Plan: You 
indicated your understanding 
of and agreement with our aim 
of preventing further expension 
of the GWU Campus. Specifi- 
cally, referring to the GWU 
Master Plan, you concurred 
that it should be of as high 
quality as that for Georgetown 
University and that pending its 
submission and approval, no 
zoning applications by GWU 
should be approved, other than 
incidental authorization for 
continuance of parking lots. 

Historic Preservation: You 
stated you would find out what 
the problem was with this of- 
fice, improve the quality of 
staff work, and speed the pro- 
cess of hearing applications. 


We look forward to solving 
with you and your administra- 
tion the very real problems 
which we have brought to your 
attention. 


Yours sincerely, 


for the Commission 
/s/ Steve Levy 
Chairman 


for the Foggy Bot- 
tom Association: 

/s/ Eleanor M. Becker 
President 
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